[image: image1.png]* London Biodiversity Partnership
E working together for wildlife




LBP Annual Forum – 12th May 2011

Audience Workshop on the Challenge of Ecosystem Services -- Facilitators' Notes
Question 3 How do we ensure that biodiversity is incorporated into ecosystem services?

A.     Why is biodiversity important?

· biodiversity is integral to ecosystem services by definition

· Indicates ecosystem health i.e. function of an ecosystem (presence of pollinators, for example)

· There are key flagship indicator species worth highlighting e.g. kingfishers (riverine), reptiles (grassland), birds (hedgerow)

· Evidence of a healthy environment for people to enjoy i.e. intrinsic and cultural benefits

· Economic and recreational benefits i.e. fish for fishing, birds for birdwatching

· Interconnectivity of sites i.e. the presence of a wildflower meadow close to an allotment would be highly beneficial

B.    Need to identify what we have

· Baseline biodiversity in London

· Baseline green infrastructure for biodiversity (what ecosystems do we have?)

C.   Why is biodiversity not fully engaged in the ecosystem services concept?

· Law not strong enough?

· Added value of biodiversity not fully defined

· Not enough communication/PR for biodiversity

· People need to experience biodiversity more

· Need to enable communities to express what they value in the natural environment.  This, in turn, will influence decision-makers/politicians

D.   Worth pointing the dangers of ecosystem/biodiversity decline

· Loss of a vital education resource

· Loss of a cultural resource i.e. simple enjoyment of wildlife

· Loss of economic resource i.e. crop failure due to pollinator decline

· Imbalance/loss of biodiversity if there is decline i.e. increase in pests if there is a decline in birds/predatory insects

E.    Strong political leadership needed to influence public opinion and to design and implement biodiversity beneficial policies such as NERC.

